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PANIC IN THE SKY! 



BY LOIS LANE 

The world is still here 
today. For how much longer 
I can’t say. 

Earth was invaded a few 
hours ago by a fleet of ships, 
now being referred to as 
nodes, seeking to link up 
together here on Earth as 
they disabled all of the plan- 
et’s defenses. In command of 
this armada is what strangely 
appears to be a Cyborg 
version of Superman. The 
Justice League and many 
others responded to the threat 
quickly, but their ultimate 
goal was just that— to be a 
diversionary tactic allowing 
a stargate to be built and let 
what seems to be a planet 
sized starship through. 

We cannot lose hope yet. 
Superman has returned. 
Batman and a group that 


included Lex Luthor have 
managed to get rid of the 
Rryptonite in the atmosphere, 
allowing the Man of Steel to 
shed his Doomsday persona 
and become more himself. 

My unwitting role in this as a 
pawn of the true mastermind 
behind this , Brainiac has 
been severed. But nothing 


has changed for Smallville or 
Metropolis where its citizens 
still remain in comas. 

There are still many that can 
stand against this new 
danger. We have to just not 
stop believing in them. The 
next move is the enemies. . . 
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REP HOOP! 

this is 

, BATMAN! 


do you 

SEE THE 8RAINIAC 
. MOTHERSHIP? , 


IF VOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT THE B Ad ILL! ON 
MILE LONG SPACE- THINS 
, THAT'S BLOTTING OUT . 


T' YOU HAVE TO ^ 
GET TO THE 
BATCAVE-ITS THE 
ONLY PLACE THATS 

SHIELPEP— SJ 


ITS EMITTING 
SOME RIND OF 
PSYCHIC 
, ENERGY! . 


...IT'S KlNP 
OF HARP TO 
. /tf/GG. 


r rwev ^ 
GST THEM UNPER- 
GROUNP! y 


r SAVING ~ 

CIVILIANS HERE, 
L BIG GUV. J 


YOU'VE 
GOT TO 
HURRY! 


~ CITY'S STILL ^ 
A MESS FROM 
THE FIGHT WITH 
BRAINIAC’S 
APVANCE 
^ FLEET- ^ 


T ALL RIGHT, ^ 
EVERVBOPV/ WE'RE 
HEAPING FOR THE 
^ SUB HAY! > 


BATMAN, 

SOMETHING'S- 


j 


l A j,\ 


Ll# 

Njy 



^jLy&a •• 

WHOA. \ IIC 

1 / 

3 V •- way'''' 


$1 KIP, ARE j ; : 


-Tp't*£S. 


vou-^fi l 











WHAT'S 

HAPPENING? 


FBP HOOP/ 







r MV TEAM'S > 
GONE POWN-l 
NEEP VOU THERE, 
. NOW/ ^ 


LUTHOR- I'M 
SHOWING FLATUNE 
BRAINWAVES FOR «7/?7V 
PERCENT OF THE CITV'S 
V. POPULATION... 


SUPERMAN ! 


CAN ^ 
VOU NEAR 

. /♦*£■? v 


'CONFIRMS?' 
PR. VERITAS. 
POWN TO 
THIRTV NINE.. 

TMRTV 
\ SEVEN... / 


BRAIN I AC'S 
TARING OUT 
GOTHAM/ 


SUPERMAN/ 
COME IN.' 


WAIT, 

BATMAN/ 


THE PHANTOM 
RING'S ESCAPEP, 

. REMEMBER?* , 


' TRACRING > 
HIM HAS TO 
BE SUPERMAN'S 
FIRST 

V PRIORITV/ 7 


~ TRICRV Tl 
SITUATION. BUT T 
HARROW MV HER 
GHOST SOL/PER 
MAV HAVE A > 
V POINT... ^ 


ACTION COMICS 
ANNUAL- *3.~ 

eXPOSITIONARY 

BPPIB. 


r ...WE SAVEP ~ 
SUPERMAN BV 
REMOVING THE 
RRVPTONITE FROM 
.THE ATMOSPHERE... 


...BUT THAT'S JUST 
STRENGTHENEP THE 
. PHANTOM KING. . 


ONE CRISIS 
AT A TIME, 

. LUTHOR. „ 


r anp he seemep " 
PETERMINEP TO 
PESTROV EVERVTHING 
SUPERMAN 

V LOVES... y 


FIRST, 
WE SAVE 
GOTHAM- 


NOT QUITE N 
SO SIMPLE ANV 
LONGER, 

. BATMAN... y 







LUTHOR.' 


...BRAINIACS ' 
ATTACKING THE 
WHOLE WORLP, 
~ NOW. ^ 


.BALTIMORE.. 


LUTHOR.' 
YOU'RE IN 
OANGERf 


/ NONSENSE. ^ 
•LEXCORP is fullv 
SHIELPEP FRO/M 
V ANV PSVCHIC > 
\ ATTACK-- 


..THE NORTH 
ATLANTIC... 


r MINPS ARE > 
FLATLINING BY 
THE MILLIONS IN 
. GAO PAULO... / 


lii 


SUPERMAN.' 
NEW PLAN.' 


BRA INI ACS 
TOO STRONG.' 


^ youvE ~ 
SOT TO SET OUT 
OF HIS RANGE, 
^ NOW.' U 


■nug^ 
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ON MV 
WAV/ 


J 
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GOTCHA. 


SUPERMAN. 


■LOOKING 

HAPPV 

AGAIN. 


HE KNEW IV 
CATCH HIM. 


BUT MV 
FRIENDS 
HELPED ME. 
AND NON 


VOU THOUGHT 
POOMSPAV 
WOULD KILL 
ME... 


...OR TURN 
ME INTO A 

MONSTER. 



'mm 



■ - Rl 
!| 
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— 
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CLARK'S SHOUT 
MAKES THE BUILPINGS 

TREMBLE. 


CLARK- 

OVER 

HERE' 


BUT ITS THE AGONV 
I REAP IN HIS MINP 
THAT TEARS ME APART. 


YES-EVER ~ 
SINCE YOU 
BURNER AWAY 
BRAINIACS 

CONTROL 
. BOTS. A 


I CAN FEEL ^ 
HIM PICKING 
AROUNP THE 
CORNERS OF 
„ MY MINP. 


LOIS? 

yOU'RE- 

VOU'RE 

OKAV? 


‘ ... BUT I'VE ^ 
GOT ENOUGH 
TELEPATHIC 
POWER TO 
. RESIST 
L. HIM. ^ 


I'M... 
I'M NOT 
STRONG 
ENOUGH. 


' BUT YOU SAVES \ 
ME, CLARK. ANP NOW 
I’VE GOT METALLO 
HERE. ANP BATMAN'S 
GOT A CREW IN THE 
V FORTRESS- / 


CAN 

VOU HELP 
BAKA? 


WE HAVE TO 
BE FAST. 


ALL AROUNP 
US... 


■THE WHOLE 
CITY... 


■THE WHOLE 
PLANET... ^ 


...SO MANY 
HEARTBEATS 
SLOWING 
V POWN... y 


WAIT.. 


MILLIONS OF 
TINY CAPILLARIES 
8ENEATH HER SKIN 
CONSTRICT... 


...ANP RELAX. 


ANP NOW I 
HOLP MV 
8REATH... 









r MARTIAN 
MANNUNTER.. 

THIS IS LOIS 
k LANE. 


INNATE 
GOING 
. ON? . 


4 % 1 

S4C< tV/W PS. I 
WONPERFUL. ), 


THERE ARE FIVE '' 
THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNPREP ANP TWELVE 
PLANES IN THE SKY 
^ RIGHT NOW... 4 


BRAINIAC'S 
TAPPEP INTO 
THE MINPS OF 
EVERYONE ON 
. BOARP... J 


...BUT NONE 
OF THEM ARE 
CRASHING. 


..EVEN THE S 
PILOTS... A 


..BUT THE 
PLANES ARE 
STILL 
FLYING. 


f SAME 
FOR YOU, 
V JOHN. 


ORAN, 

LOIS. 


KRVPTO. vou 
HAVE TO WATCH 
_ OVER BARA. 


YOU NEAR 
TNAT 
CLARK? 


BUT WHAT...^ 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING , 
TO PO? A 


ANP 

EVERYONE 
ELSE IN 
METROPOLIS. 


BRAINIAC ^ 
WANTS TNEM 
v ALIVE. j 


iW 


W WELL, ~ 

ME'/PS WORKING 
W/TN SUPERMAN, 
^ NOW... ^ 


...A/VP SURGES 
TO NER 

MUSCLES ANP 
BRAIN. 







"...SO WE'RE GOING TO 
SAVE THE WORLP." 


^ IDENTITIES 
conFiRmEO: LnnB 
lriig Rna joHn 

HEnRY IRCin5. R.K.R. 
^ 5TEEL. ,. 


ALL RIGHT, 
COMPUTER. 
REEL 'EM IN. 


FOUNP THEM 
RISHT WHERE 


/ SO WE'VE T 
SOT THE 
THREE IN THE 
SATELLITE OUT 
OF BRAINIAC'S 
) RANGE... J 


' ...LOIS ANP A 
MARTIAN 
MANHUNTER 
PROTECTEP BV 
THEIR OWN 

psvcmc 

\ POWERS... A 


ATTA 

SIRL, 

LANA. 


iRAFF 

RAFF! 


T..AHV BA TMAN/% 
HARROW, AHV 
GHOST SOLPIER 
SHIELPEP 6V THE 
RRVPTON/AN 
PEFENSES 
i HERE IN THE / 


PIANAf 

HOW- 


~ WONPER t 
WOMAN— you ESCAPEP 
w ASSIMILATION? s 


/ I SUPPOSE 
THERE ARE SOME 
APVANTAGES 
TO BEINS A 
V P EMI GOP. V 


ANP N 
WELCOME 
BACK, 

. HERO, y 


WHOA f 


LAST TIME > 
WE MET, WE 
NEARLV RILLEP 
EACH OTHER. . 


BUT NOW I 
KNOW WHAT 
VOUVE 
ENPUREP. 


THANK VOU, 

SISTER. 


nr 

m 1 

VOU SAIP 

L THEVP BE, 1 

J 

T THANKS, 



' I » O 

^ SUPERMAN. ^ 

V' 

l CVBORS. & 





HEV, GUVS/ 
LANA LANS, 
_ HERE/ 


I'M SETTINS A 
LOOK AT THIS 
NEW PATA... 


...ANP X THINK 
BRAINIAC'S 
NETWORKING 
ALL THESE 
k BRAINS/ ^ 



NETWORKING? BUT 
I'M NOT PICKING UP 
ANV INFORMATION 
V EXCHANGE... y 


' NO, FOR ~ 
PROCESSING 
. POWER.' j 


' VES...THAT MAKES ~ 
SENSE. I PONT SENSE 
HIM SEARCHING 
v THEIR MINPS— > 


^ ...HE'S JUST ^ 

BUILPINS THEM INTO HIS 
S/Sr£>M...8UT WHV... 



MONGOL TRIEP 
( SOMETHINS LIKE THIS 
A WHILE BACK. 


TAPPEP INTO MILLIONS 
OF BRAINS, TRIEP TO TURN 
THE EARTH INTO A MASSIVE 
PSVCHIC WEAPON.* 


WE HAP TO 
THROW HIM INTO 
THE PHANTOM 
ZONE TO 
STOP HIM. 



GUESSINS THE 
MOTHERSHIP'S A 
LITTLE TO 0/S FOR 
.THAT SOLUTION. , 


BUT WEVE 
SOT TO TAKE 
. IT POWN. . 


HARROW CM 
' SUMMON THE PEAP. 

WE CAN STAV INTANGIBLE 
UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE, 
WHICH SHOULP HELP 
V US FROM SETTINS , 
\ ^ASSIMILATES . 


JUST POINT US TO 
THE SHIP'S SOFT 
. SPOT ANP- > 



r BUT RIGHT \ 
NOW, SEVEN 
BILLION MINOS 
ARE LINKEP 
TO THAT 
v MOTHERSHIP. < 


‘'believe my 

I'P LOVE TO 
BREAK ALL OF 
BRAINIAC'S 

V tovs. y 


/ I...I PON'T \ 
KNOW WHAT'LL 
HAPPEN TO 
THEM IF 
WE JUST 
^ SMASH / 
IT. 


HRNN., 





will \ m| 

u/ \ qpd.ii.WB 



w T 

wy f. jrf%Aiuiijt&toAj-j?^, e rf^-H-’*' gs, . 

r /Z^bHkx 


yYWW^r 




\ y^T\ 


life# 

^AC %<£f'29B9Bb 

hrfUlk ^ WiffifflffiMiMl 


/sJnlnl fi 



W GHOST m 

f solpieks, 1 


WL ATTACK.' M 



gp^f/ j 


/A 

JP jy W{ 





HOW ARE 
WE POING, 
J'ONN? 


r BRAINIAC'S ■ 
FORCES ARE 
FOCUSEP ON 
HARROW'S ARMV, 
JUST LIKE WE 
k POPEP... j 


r ...anp ’l 
MV PSVCPtC 
SPIELPS APPEAR 
TO BE PIPING US 
, PRETTV WELL 
SO FAR. ^ 


IS ~ 
THIS CLOSE 
ENOUGH FOR 
. vou? . 


SQUINTS IN 
TPS SUN. 


US'S NEVER 
BEEN TP/S 
CLOSE. 


NO LIVING 
TPINGS EVER 
BEEN TP IS 
CLOSE. 


I SPOULQ 
BE, TOO. 


SEVEN 

BILLION 

PEOPLE. 


HON CAN 
I EVEN... 


.PAMMIT.. 

















THEVVE 
PONS IT/ 


WEVE 
SOT FULL 
POWSR.' 


TURN 

VOUR 

.BATMAN/ . 


PAUPHTER- 
4-HIP4-, -LONVERGE 
ON SUPERMAN 
ANP PEUAY HIM 
L- UNTIE- 



WHAT 15 
IT, LOIS? 


” C-CLARK... ~ 
SO C-COLP... 
LIRE MV HEART 
v STOPPER... < 


ALL 

RIGHT, ” THIS IS THE ^ 
CVBROG. PHANTOM ZONE 
CONTROLLER 
Z-r" \ SUPERMAN GAVE . 
^ \ ME* ^ 

( MUST REALLV ) 

\k TRUST VOU.y y 


X THE PORTAL'S * 
( RISING TOWARPS 
i THE MOTHER- 
T< SA'/ A’-- ^ 

^ -BUT \]J 
IT'S NOT G/G KTSf 
v ENOUGH/ /-SB 


' ...WE'VE > 
OPENEP THE 
PORTAL TO 
THE PHANTOM 

v zg/vg. , 


VEAH, 

WELL.. 


JOHN, 

CVBORG/ THIS 
IS OUR CUE/ 


NNNSH.' 


* ACTION 
COMICS #32. 
--EPPIE. 








K WE'RE \ 
SOINS TO 
PULL BOTH THE 
MOTHER- 

v saw*... y 


IT'S 

WORKING. 


^ ...ANP > 
THE ENTIRE 
. PLANET... j 


...INTO THE 
PHANTOM 
ZONE... 

r..l PLACE 
WITHOUT 
L TIME... , 


r ...IN ORPER > 
TO SUV THE TIME 
WE NEEP TO SAVE 
v EVERYONE, y 





r now ma nv 
TIMES IN O/Vf 
P/4/ ARE WE SOINS 
TO SET BLOWN UP 
V IN OUTERSPA-- V/ 


ANAL'/*!*: 


GHOST ARMY 
ASSIMILATION: 
INITIATBP. 






SHAW. ~ 
SET OUT OF 
v THERE! a 


BRAIN !PC. 

mrr~ 


"~VO U'RE 
JUST KILLING 
•/OURSELF!" 


MOTHERSHIP 
COLLISION 
WITH EARTH: 


IMMINENT. 







CLARK. 
LISTEN TO 
. ME. . 


I'M 

SORRV, 

LO 15. X 
THOUSHT- 


ANP 

NOW VOW RE 
GONNA PO 
EVEN MORE. 


ITS PLUMMETING INTO 
THE STRA TOSPHERE A T 
TNIRTV SIX THOUSANP 
MILES PER HOUR. 


SEVEN 

BILLION.. 













■ % 








WE PUSHEP 
THE MOTHER- 
SHIP CLEAR, 
.superman/ 


EVERVONE, 
TARE 
COVER/ . 


LOIS, WHAT' 5 I 
HAPPENING? )i 


' pon't vv 

THINK OF US 

xTHREE. J 

v' think' 

( OF SEVEN 
V BILLION. . 


NOTHING, 

CLARK. 


K ANP \ 
VOU TAKE OUT 
THAT MONSTER 
v BRAINIAC... x 


you 

P ALREAPV KNOW ^ 

r WE NUMBERS, 1 

CMtfR IVE WEAffP 
WE/W ECHOING 
THROUGH VO UR Ml NP 
L W/5 WHOLE A 
\xPAMN TIME. 



...NO 

MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS SOWN 
HERE. 


WE'RE... ^ 
WE'RE FREE 
LORP 
MONSUL! . 


r FREE ^ 
OF THE 
PHANTOM 
k ZONE/ . 


VES, NON. 
FINALLY.. 


...FOR WHEN 
WE FINALLV 
MURPER THIS 
FILTHV WORLP. 


DC COMICS PRESENTS... 

[channel 



hile BATMAN ETERNAL gets 
grim and gritty in the streets 
of Gotham, and FUTURES END plows 
into the DC Universe of five years 
from now, our third weekly series, 
EARTH 2: WORLD’S END is out of this 
world — literally. 

Debuting in October, E2WE is set 
on another planet, a parallel Earth 
where we don’t play by any rules, 
where anything can happen, and 
WILL! Whether you’re a hardcore 
EARTH 2 regular or not, you won’t 
want to miss this. Here’s why: 


OPEN INVITATION 


I Haven’t picked up EARTH 2 yet? 
Doesn’t matter. Daniel H. Wilson, New 
York Times best selling author of 
Robopocalypse, will guide this series, 
joined by two DC fan-favorites, writers 
Marguerite Bennett (JOKER’S DAUGH- 
TER ) and Mike Johnson ( SUPERGIRL ). 
The 38-page issue #1 (at only $2.99, 
no less!) not only gives a primer to 
how Earth 2 has become occupied 
by the nefarious forces of Apokolips, 
but it also ties together long-lingering 
questions and mysteries that even 
longtime E2 readers will find surpris- 
ing and shocking. 


NOT-SO-SUPERMAN 


m m Unlike the Man of Steel we know 
and love, the Earth 2 Superman is 
just not ready for prime-time. This 
rookie Kryptonian may have the same 
powers, but he lacks the experience to 
stop world-ending threats... and that’s 
exactly what he’s facing! If Val-Zod 
doesn’t step up quickly, and break 
his vow of pacifism, his adopted world 
is doomed to suffer the same fate as 
his homeworld! 




ART TO DIE FOR 


Not only does the incomparable 
Phil Jimenez provide design work 
on E2WE’s characters (see above for 
how he’s imagined all-new night- 
mares from Apokolips) and vehicles 
(the latter are very important to this 
series), but the weekly is packed 
with gorgeous and detailed artists 
including Eddy Barrows ( NIGHTWING ), 
Ed Benes (SUPERMAN), Paulo Siquiera 
(SUPERMAN/WONDER WOMAN), 

Jorge Jimenez ( SUPERBOY) and Tyler 
Kirkham (TEEN TITANS) each handling 
a specific plotline. 


Earth 2’s Dark Knight is far from 
the young, hot, billionaire. We got an 
old and cranky one, who’s a disgraced 
surgeon and drug addict, who makes 
Bruce Wayne seem tame by compari- 
son, and why shouldn’t he? This is 
big-daddy Thomas Wayne under the 
cowl, and he’s ready to chew Bat-gum 
and kick Apokaliptian ass. Spoiler 
alert: He’s all out of Bat-gum. 


Lots of them, but also a character 
that embodies what they represent. 

And the big drama about Death is: she’s 
pregnant, but with what? And what 
happens when it’s born? 

Along with her fellow Furies of 
Apokolips — Famine, War and 
Pestilence (all working names at 
present) — Death roams E2 preparing 
for Darkseid’s return. 

And that’s just the beginning of the 
end for us. Seriously, you won’t wanna 
miss EARTH 2: WORLD’S END starting 
OCTOBER 8! 


BERGANZA, 


Superman Group Edito 
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OCTOBER 2014 









Get ready forthe break-in of the century, Bat-fans, 
as this August viewers will be reentering the world 
of the best-selling Batman: Arkham video games to 
itness the formation of the Suicide Squad in the 
ll-new DC Universe Animated Original Movie BATMAN: 
.SSAULT ON ARKHAM! 

This action-packed film directed by Jay Oliva 
and Ethan Spaulding serves as a direct sequel to 
Batman: Arkham Origins and centers on villains Harley 
Ouinn, Deadshot, Captain Boomerang, Black Spider, 
Killer Frost, and King Shark. The dangerous crew of 
criminals is brought together by Amanda Waller, who 
recruits the squad for a suicidal mission: break into 
Arkham Asylum and recover top secret information 
stolen by the Riddler. 

Of course, things go a little awry when Harley 
Ouinn ends up freeing the Joker, who is intent on 
blowing up Arkham Asylum and Gotham City— a 
move that shouldn’t really surprise 
anyone and gets the Dark Knight involved in events. The 
film sees Kevin Conroy reprising his critically acclaimed 
role as the Caped Crusader and also sees C.C.H. Pounder 
returning as Amanda Waller and Troy Baker as the Joker, 

Baker having taken over the role from Mark Hamill in 
Batman: Arkham Origins. The film also features the voices 
of Neal McDonough, Giancarlo Esposito, Matthew Gray 
Gubler, Jennifer Hale, Greg Ellis, Hynden Walch, and John 
DiMaggio. 

BATMAN: ASSAULT ON ARKHAM hits stores August 12 
and will be available in Blu-Ray™ Combo Pack, DVD, and 
Digital HD. 


Watch the DC All Access Webseries that takes you inside DC Entertainment! 


#DC ALL ACC ESS | DCALLACCESS.COM 
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